" Holy Cross Lutheran Church

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
Memorial Weekend - May 24, 2020, 9 AM

«
AS WE GATHER In Jesus' final appearance to the eleven disciples, He tells them that
they will be His witnesses, witnesses of His resurrection. Not only will they be witnesses in familiar
places such as Jerusalem and Judea, but they will also be witnesses in Samaria, a foreign land where
these Jewish disciples did not care to travel. And finally, the disciples will be witnesses of Jesus'’
resurrection to the ends of the earth. As we remember Jesus’ ascension, we also remember the

faithfulness of His disciples to be His witnesses and to go where they were sent, so that we could know
the power of Jesus and His resurrection even though we are thousands of miles from Jerusalem.

GATHERING HYMN LSB 493 vs 1-4
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“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”

1A  hymn of glo - ry let us  sing! New

2 The ho - ly ap - 08 - tol - ic  band Up -
3 To them the shin - ing an - gels  cry, “Why
4 “You see Him now, as - cend - ing high Up

hymns through-out the world shall ring: Al-le
on the Mount of Ol - ives stand. Al-le - lu - ia,
stand and gaze up - on the sky?” Al-le - lu - ia,
to the  por - tals of the  sky.” Al-le - lu - 1a,
..
[ e W S I ] = I T ad = I—d—t‘
) ' 17 \ i " T [
.) ! [ [ 1
al - le - lu - ia! Christ, by a road be - fore un -
al -le - lu - ial And with  His  faith - ful fol - I'wers
al - le - ln - ial “This is the Sav - jor,” thus  they
al -le - lu - ia! “Here - af - ter Je - sus  you  shall
f | . ‘
g 1 x F?] I | I I ]
ﬂ; b O o o | I | |
[NV ! [T | [
.) I [
trod, As - cends un - to the throne of
see Their Lord as - cend in ma - es -
say; “This is His  glo - rious  tri - umph
see Re - turn - ing in  great ma - es -
f | . ‘
s — ‘ —F ——
yro—— @ | e o | ||
(3]
God. Al-le - Tu - ia, al-le - Tu - ia! Al-le-
ty. Al-le - Tn - ia, al-le -lu - ia! Al-le-
day!” Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ial Al -le -
ty.” Al-le - ln - ia, al -le - lu - ia! Al -le -
0 | .
e s ——— — ] A
EH—— = —— = e S T —— = —
o) ' 1 i T ©
Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le-1lu - 1a!
lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
lIu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia!
Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013743.
Public domain



INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended!

Christ is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia!

Today is a day of celebration, grief, and anticipation.

We celebrate our Lord’s triumph and reign.

We grieve that He is not physically present with us.

We anticipate the coming of the promised Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

And we celebrate that His promise to always be with us remains and will never fade away.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: Though Christ is ascended on high and is seated at the right hand of the Father, ruling and reigning
over all creation, there have been times when we have lived as though we rule and reign over our
own lives. We have lived as though Christ were too far away to matter. But our heavenly Father
invites us to return to Him, confess our sins, and receive His forgiveness.

C: Heavenly Father, we confess to You that we are sinful and unclean. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we walk in Your perfect way and delight in Your perfect will. Amen.

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. Christ is ascended, and all
things are under His feet, including sin, death, and the devil. On account of Christ’s saving work
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ¥
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. We are forgiven and restored.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended!

C: Christ is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia!

HYMN OF PRAISE “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” LSB 493 vs 5-6

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your Son sent us to the ends of the earth with the Gospel and promised
always to be with us. Embolden us to spread the good news of Jesus’ death, resurrection, ascension,
and return; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

(Jesus ascends into heaven and promises the Holy Spirit.)

"In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the
day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

“And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; >for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

®So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” "He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father
has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.” °And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. "°’And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men
stood by them in white robes, ''and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go
into heaven.”

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15-23
(Christ is risen and ascended. All things are under His feet.)

>For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, '®l do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, '"that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of him, 8having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
Yand what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the
working of his great might *°that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 'far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to
come. 2°And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,
2which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. C: Glory to You, O Lord.

(Jesus is carried up into the heavens.)

4Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you, that
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, “éand said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 4’and that repentance
and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
48You are witnesses of these things. “’And behold, | am sending the promise of my Father upon
you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

*°Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. >'While he
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. **And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, >>and were continually in the temple blessing God.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Crown Him With Many Crowns” LSB 525
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1 Crown Him with man - y crowns, The Lamb up - on His throne;
2 Crown Him the vir- gin’s Son, The God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown Him the Lord of love. Be - hold His hands and side,
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, Who tri-umphed o’er the grave
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Hark how the heav’n-ly an-them drowns All mu-sic but its own.
Whose arm those crim-son tro-phies won Which now His brow a-dorn:
Rich wounds,yet vis - 1 - ble a - bove, In beau-ty glo - ri-tied.

And rose vic - to-rious in the strife For  those He came to save.

A - wake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, And
Fruit of the mys - tic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, The
No an-gels in  the sky Can ful - ly bear that sight, But
His glo-ries now we sing, Who died and rose on high, Who
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hail Him as thy match-less king Throughall e - ter - ni - ty.
root whence mer-cy ev - er flows, The babe of Beth-le - hem.

down - ward bend their won-d'ring eyes At mys-ter - ies  so hbright.
died e - ter-nal life to bring And lives that death may die,
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav'n,

Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv'n
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is king of all. Public Domain



SERMON “Crown Him the Lord of ...how many things can you list!”
(The Lord’s Ascension! Memorial Day Worship)

CONFESSION OF FAITH (The Second Article from Luther’s Small Catechism)

C: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

P: What does this mean?

C: | believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man,
born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold
or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that | may
be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This
is most certainly true.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
(after each petition is prayed with the words “Christ is ascended,” please pray, “He rules and reigns in glory.")

(at the final petition, “Into your hands...” please pray after these words, "We ask this knowing that Christ
(s ascended.” "He is returning soon. Amen.")

P: ..."We ask this knowing that Christ is ascended.”
C: He is returning soon. Amen.

(As we have our offering song; We are reminded of the offering our lives to the Lord and to one another for the
Lord’s purposes. We also remember our financial gifts for the Lord’s ministry of bringing God'’s saving grace in
the Word by His Holy Spirit) Please join in singing “Give Thanks”

OFFERING HYMN “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” LSB 806
H —
=
A == === e |
- o -
Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, Give thanks to the
o) .
[ A | I I | L ] ]
O, 1] e« 4 4 s *]
e s T 7" s =
Ho - ly One, Give thanks____ be-cause He's giv-en_ Je - sus
7 —  S——— I - [ ]
\ \Q,)V i bl — - tfﬁ:{?i‘
Christ His Son. Give thanks with a grate-ful heart, Give
O
— —— —— T F—p——i
He——- > s e E o — =
3] e T e jj o= -
thanks to the Ho - ly One, Give thanks be-cause He’s giv-en__
\ )Ql ‘ I I I
ﬁl I; | | | I I | & o
|~ 8 | - PN || |
(RS V.A [ = hoalll | I T I | 1
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strong,” Let the poor say “T am rich” _ Be-cause of
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rich,”_ Be-cause of what the Lord has done for us.
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Give thanks, give  thanks.
© 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013743.
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: “Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P. The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C: Amen.

SENDING MEDLEY OF HYMNS FOR MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND (freedom isn't free; we remember
our veterans, all who have served and serve presently in our armed forces)

Sending Hymn Medley for Memorial Day

“America” Public domain
O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!

America! America! God shed his grace on thee

And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!

“Battle Hymn of the Republic” Public domain
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord,

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword

His truth is marching on.



(Chorus)
Glory, glory, hallelujah! Glory, glory, hallelujah!
Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before this judgment seat.
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet!

Our God is Marching on. (Chorus)

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me;
As He died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,
While God is marching on. (Chorus)

P: Go in Peace and Join Jesus on His Mission!
C: Amen! We will! Amen!

POSTLUDE Mui Cheng

+ SOLI DEO GLORIA t
(To God be the Glory)

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used
by permission.

SERVING THE LORD AND HIS PEOPLE (9:00 am)
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